~~f MATVB. f AMBY 




WATER THIEF 



J. LtRRI STEI^fZLDT 



THROUGH the window of the cottage 
Tony m Bock Fordelt c o mi a g up 
Uw wi'.k. She saw her father coca* from 
behind the boose where be had boa t oad 
lie Ms garden, nd nod to tb« visitor. 

Bock PordcD. a big bulk af a on with 
ro--£h --if — 7- -ri dtir't M'-rn tt« 

greeting. "You're a stubborn mule. Roy- 
all."* b« snarled.- 1 rands 70a a isaseessblo 
•ffor. You forge) that » : - - ' a foreigner.** 
"Hot aa I oreiga aa you art on a piece 
of ground where ^oeiVe ant weacsenc. 
-Terry seard ber\ father reply in a east 
*eicc 

"Listen your the ma^hrv a tcnod. **Wa 
don't want 70s on this island, Yoa'ra acaal- 
mg food out of oar moathi by robbing 
lobsters oat of oar eee." \ 

"Got off my property." John Soyall said 
• U I ■ . I 

Tbc man walked insolently a wa y and 
then a topped at the fate. "I w ar ne d you. 
"be raid. 

r aa>d when ber father catae 
Tra afraid.** . 
■ ~ C hag of wind." ber father 

r BeyaU aad bar father had come 
to Raven Tile nil to Maine to bee and the 
island had been road to them, tt bad bdp- 
5 forget and make a road new 
- - - bad died before they 
1 home where the land 
t dry aad a t opped producing 
r bad gro wn iD over the toe* 
of Terry** mother. On the plains aad be- 
hind the plow J 000 Royal* had often 
dr ea m t of making, ate bveUbood near the 
tea. aad when tragic happening* finally 
made it km p m s ihli to nay 00 any longer, 
be bad cceae to Maine and bought a ttttla* 
cartage. Then be had bought a good boat 
with a strong o mb oe ad motor to replace 
the old dory that had ears ad the leaster- 
men who had a rt c eded them, la a little ' 
while John Roy ill bad his health back aad 
owned ninety lobster pots 
Tarry aaa n eed her fi atbar aa mack aa ha 






ty mi In a any. "Roe aaa 
k be didn't let her do was 
the lobsters. He 



clouded 
ry dress 

- matter 
rill bar! 

- aaaaaj 
1 Brasa- 



started bis lobstrr gatherings t A. H 
and hr didn't want Terry to be fatting ap 
at that bear. 

Oa oae af aaa tripe to lbs mainland 
Terry bought a pretty p etisr n a d gingham 
1 to wear to the Church teuart 
was happy with it and wear 
to old Mrs Braiarre* who 
lived aloae aad was their nearest neigh- 
bor. Near Mrs. Braioxraaa aha suddenly 
heard a roaring rush aad whirled just aa 
a car almost hit •ber. She dived sideways 
into a mud-filled ditch. 

Saw Stood ap and looked at the dead of 
dust that o bsc ur ed the car aad clouded 
the beeoee puns Her pretty party 1 
was rained. But the dress dadas ■ 
so much. Sceneoue eaad tried to kill 1 
"Terry r Mrs B c aiuu ao triad. 1 
' to bar. "Are yea all right?" Mrs. ] 
tree had seen the incident from her win- 
dow. She. made Terry stay aad aba tried 
to make the dress pretty again. Tarry 
spent the afternoon there and when she 
arrived back home she saw that ber father 
wasn't there. She found a note aa the table. 

"Terry. I had to go to the main'sml The 
fUh corneeny wanted to see me. The an- 
sage said 'Urgent*. !".: be back'aooa. Dad." 

Terry changed her t kings aad stood by 
toe wiadow looking out at the bea-tifu: 
bay. From where she stood she could see 
the familiar buoy m ark e r s of each lobster 
trap her father bad set out. She br lathed 
deep the clan sea air. aad looked at the 
*wrep:^g clouds. 

The bare trip of the steamer passed and 
aba knew that ao oae would cocoa out from 
the mainland now until tomorrow She 
was happy her father had such a good boat 
Bat she wished her lather were boose aad 
wondered whether she should get s u pper 
start ad. She decided to get things ready. 
Her father wouldn't stay away too long 
Sapper was a big event in their day. T" 
the statioaed herself at the window pi 
potatoes aad a ranrt i n g the bay for I 
af her father 'a boat. 

THE hour was growing tate 

thought of the square dance, fiven tf 
ber father caene back very soon aba 
wouldn't be abie to go. Her dress, the first 
nice dress she bad owned ha a long time 
was reined. She tried aa*. fax - has the 
couldn't help feeling badly about U. 



no loag 

••5 



the mooe toree op end -she 
— - ear fnrhnr'a ■ » - - ■ »■ - . t trip 
the bey wocU be barardaea in th* 

Ml. 

The dark oot H tnd »-«■ stood id tb* 
window woed«nag and worryiag Seddea- 
~.y ■ gledaeae flared maid* Imt. Slttbnri 
thn fa a anii ■ cfaatgiag of her beat. 
It m ■ good mad and ah* laughed. The 
mad grew loader as tb* boat cearad. Then 
Baa boat stopped It didn't com* oa t* tb* 
\-.vtim Royall leading. Tb* beat bad step- 
ped among tb* lobster pots and by tba 
-noonlight Tarry coald a** tbac it was 
going from oaa to tba other 

She couldn't understand «*y bcr father 
• ji stepping to att*ad to bis lobsters. It 
waa much too early. Ma never eeried from 

i : A M v. i - - ( ■ - 1 Aad why. Tarry 
■ aadsrad, bada't ba coo* on to 1st her 
know ba was back? 

» HORRIFYING thought crock bar. It 
might aot ba bcr father oat there! Sba 
took bar father's gua just as s pra caa oort 
aad veer oat to tb* aid dory. Ska cot in 
and rawed. Rowing bad Barer baaa aaay 
far bar aad tba war had baconar^boppy 
a SswaMa tfQaarV ? 4** 

'■V sea she aaaaad tka first lobster mark- 
ajsa eh* m y st erioes boat aad 
ha at q ua d ia back ef 
where many of bar father's 
~*ahjs> r e n ed there aad 
aaai K& fc"0»d r She heard 
jsftajgfc frnkkly sad start Bp. 
' Qsd f abe repeated sad w rea d ot a d why she 
~»i=z gortea s reaponse. 

Then suddenly she saw the boat cornier, 
•awards bar. Ia the pale moonlight the saw 
-■sat she ansa ia the boat arse sac her father, 
[f «m a hnJkrng man. His hair was thick 
aad red. There was no t^i.-j wha it 
•as. Rock FordeU was ia bar Esther s boatt 
The aaaa was racing tb* boat oa with the 
iwfal intention of running bar down. Ia 
* flaab Terry knew that tfna was the ssaaa 
— aa who bad triad to ran bar down oa land 
Sow h* was trying the seme thing oa sea ! 

"Stopr she triad. The boat caeae'ee. 
*Stop or TO sheet P 

Rack saw the gun and her threat worked. 
Ha ▼eared off Quickly. Bat bis coarse 
«-JI carried him dangerously close to Ter- 
ry**' craft. It anas, thee that sba acted. 

Holding the gaa by the barrel abe swung 
bat weapon like a baseball bat as Rack s 
•eat passed. Her aaa was perfect. S he 
caught Rock flash aa tba tastpls with her 
=jow. dropping htm eawonecions into the 
aoctam of ffle boat. 

Terry noticed rfiat the boat slowed its 
^-ogress to aa idle with 00 band at tb* 




throttle. She rawed to it cautiously aad 
clisabed in just as Rack was beginning to 
sitap rroggiiyj' 
"ataa* ap ah ead.- aba ordered lllllliii 
. the gaa on tons. He did as ba waa toad 
without s word. Tarry reread up the meter 
hut dain't put hack has the link RoyeZ 
pier. She sailed down the island casht baa 
ta the steamer peer. Sheriff Peters' boos* 
was Bear by the pier. Aa aha drew along - 
aid* tb* dock ah* called to s group of awn. 
-Hello! Is Sheriff Peters A*re>- 

Tha group moved to the boat and ooe of 
■ ■' - nara detached banaetf. "Who wears 
" It was Sheriff Patera. Ha looked 
dowa. saw Rock FordeU. sad wbiatled. 
Hararc Terry his hand to the pier 

"Taj Tarry RoyaB." Terry seal -Rack 
Fordcll we* ia my father's boat, stasliaa- 
aar lobsters. I don't kaow bow be gat 
boat or what happened re my father 

Tb* sheriff helped Rock Fordatl to 
: • - and sat hhn against a shad. 

-Too doe 1 bar* a power boat, - the 
iff said, -and 1 saw you oa the — ' 
thai afternoon. Tea didal caaae back 
the steamer. I would bare seen rm 
bad. Vyheres Joan RoyaUr 

The aaaa rtfa nsd to talk. Tba 
looked at him with listens 

Taora a dirty water thi*f. Rock,' 
sheriff said. "Tea nary bar* baaa bee 
this uunad. hat that's aaaasthiag wa d 
to forget. A water thief ' 
crook then la.* 

It aaaa than that Tarry heard the cbanr 
ef a power beat. As the boat neared she 
bit her lip sad stared tense'y into the dark. 
The boat came in and docked sJonga.de the 
«oya!l beet. - a 

"Dedr Terry s cr en su ed with terrific re- 
lief when sh* saw that on* ef the two 
was bar father. 

John RayaH cane onto the dock. _ 
hi. daughter aad told the sheriff, 
beat was stolen on the mtinlarnj this 
noon. I see tt's here. ■ 

The sheriff pea his hand oat for J 
ReyaJl to take. Tre-heee me*e;sg to pay 
yea a rant sad tell yea how much we hke 
hariag yea. Royalt Toe 're baaa oa* of as 
from the first day yea aot foot aa the 

i - - Aad all ef aa -01 be ba 
debt to year girl for a piece ef a 
this ereaiag. 

nOT Terry didn't area hear the e__, 

meat. She bit her ferehaad with the 
palm of bar baad- 

"The naeataeaP aba exclaimed. They 
must be he r«t to a crisp T 

-Terry." her father 
seaadl We're going to 4 
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